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This morning we are returning to our discussion on spiritual leadership…  

We have already reflected on the headship of Christ over the church. Then 

we began this section on Biblical eldership last week by asking the question, 

“why male leadership” in the home and in the church. Today we are going to 

conclude that part of our discussion. What we are seeing in the Scriptures is 

that God has called men to take up primary responsibility for leadership in 

their family and He has called godly male elders to be responsible for 

primary oversight in the church.  

I am approaching this topic of male leadership from three points.  

Last week we looked at the foundational teaching of Genesis 1-3 and we 

learned that the roles of men and women are to complementary in the 

home and in the church by design of creation. By complementary we mean 

that man and woman were created equal in personhood, dignity, and worthy 

as image-bearers of God, yet created with distinct roles. Adam was created to 

bear the primary responsibility of headship or leadership while Eve was 

created from Adam for the express purpose of being “a helper suitable for 

him” (Gen 2:18). So man and woman were created as equal image-bearers of 

God with distinct roles in which they were both personally satisfied and God 

was glorified before the fall. Furthermore, we discovered that when Adam 

and Eve sinned, it was in the context of a reversal of their gender roles. God, 

however, still held Adam primarily responsible and would not revoke man’s 

calling to responsibility and leadership in marriage because of the fall.  

So what does all of this have to do with Biblical eldership? 1) God created 

man and woman to have distinct, honorable roles from the beginning of 

creation. Those roles were good and satisfying. 2) The fall perverted our 

roles with sinful selfishness. 3) Christ came to break the curse of sin and 

reverse all of its effects. 4) Therefore, those who are redeemed by Christ 

should reflect a return to God’s original design for male – female 

relationships in marriage where husbands resist the pull of sin by leading their 

wives with selfless, sacrificial, Christlike love and wives resist the pull of sin by 

submitting to their husbands leadership. 5) Finally, marriage is a picture of 

Christ and the church (Eph 5). Therefore, church leadership should also 

reflect God’s original design where male elders take responsibility for 

primary leadership in the church. Why? Because it fits God’s creation design 

which is restored through Christ 

If you were not here last week, I strongly encourage you to download my 

notes off of our website because Genesis 1-2 are essential for understanding 

the rest of what the Bible teaches about gender roles in the home and church.  

Today we are going to take up the next two points, that gender roles in the 

home and church are to be complementary not only by design of creation, but 

also by divine command and finally to display Christ—showing the beauty of 

God and the gospel.  

2.  Biblical roles of men and women in the home and in the church are to 

be complementary by divine command (1 Tim 2:9-15).  

NT teaching for gender roles in marriage: 

� Eph 5:22-33 

� I Peter 3:1-7 

� Titus 2:1-81 

NT teaching for gender roles in the church:  

� I Cor 11:2-16 

� I Cor 14:33-38 

� 1 Tim 2:8-15 

There are two improper responses that must be avoided in dealing with these 

texts on gender roles in the church:  

1) One extreme would be to say, “certainly Paul didn’t mean what he said 

here. There must be some other way to interpret these passages to mean 

the opposite of what Paul said. Certainly this just reflects the culture’s 

view of women in Paul’s time. Maybe Paul didn’t even really write these 

passages.” This is the approach that many liberals and evangelical 

feminists have taken. It’s extremely dangerous to distort how we interpret 

the Bible to come up with a conclusion that we want which is the opposite 

of what the Bible actually says. Once we begin to tamper with appropriate 



principles of interpretation, there is no end to the distortion of doctrine. 

For example, the very same approach or arguments that have been used 

for decades by some to blur the distinctions between gender roles in the 

Bible are now being used to condone homosexuality in the church. (see 

Wayne Grudem, Evangelical Feminism) 

2) The second improper extreme would be to fail to read these texts 

about gender roles in the spirit of the whole NT and thereby carelessly 

treat women as inferior or second class when in reality the NT calls us 

to regard women as gifts within the body of Christ and husbands are to 

honor their wives with sacrificial servant-leadership and selfless love.  

In fact, the NT elevated respect and rights for women that was radical in 

comparison to 1
st
 century Jewish and Greek culture. But what the NT does 

not do, is erase the creation design that God established in Gen 1-2. So the 

proper way to view these passages on gender roles within the church is to honor 

the God-given creation design for the roles of men and women who equally 

reflect the image of God, yet in unique ways that display the humility and wisdom 

of walking in submission to Christ and His word.  

Equality vs. role  

Let’s take a closer look at I Timothy 2 beginning with the broader context. 

The key verse to the whole book of 1 Timothy is 3:15: “I write so that you 

will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which 

is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.” Paul is 

instructing pastor Timothy on how believers are to conduct themselves in the 

church which has the distinct calling of upholding the divine truth of the 

gospel. In other words, Paul is commenting on how the church of the 

redeemed should reflect a basic divine order that was established at creation 

but was distorted by sin. So in I Timothy 2 & 3, Paul addresses…  

� how men should pray in light of civil authorities (2:1-8),  

� how women should dress modestly and not usurp the role of male 

leadership in the church (2:9-15),  

� what qualifications are required for male elders (3:1-7) 

� what qualifications are required for deacons in the church, and how 

older women should conduct themselves among (3:8-13).  

I take the time to mention that because if we are not aware of the context, our 

interpretation of Paul instructions toward women can get easily tangled up.  

So what are Paul’s instructions to women? [1 Tim 2:8-15] 

a. Women must dress modestly in a way that reflects godliness [vs. 9-10]. 

The point that Paul is making here is not that there is anything intrinsically 

wrong with jewelry or that certain hairstyles are intrinsically more godly than 

others. His point is that women are to dress in a way that does not detract 

from the purpose of worship by drawing attention to themselves. They are to 

dress modestly. Certainly, not in a way that would entice the lustful passions 

of men. Their outward appearance was to represent a heart of purity and 

reverent worship. Women, let people be attracted to your life of godliness 

and good works. Discretion is still needed for the church today in a culture 

where modesty has almost fully disappeared.  

b. Women are not to teach or rule in a way that usurps male leadership 

or undermines a woman’s God-given support role [vs. 11-12]. 

In one sense, vs. 11 is a positive command for women to learn and be 

discipled. This seems minimal to us today, but it was radical in the first 

century where educating women was not encouraged. The pressing question 

is, what exactly does Paul mean when he tells women to be silent and 

entirely submissive. Vs. 12 clarifies exactly what verse 11 means. First, Paul 

means that women should be quiet in the sense that they should not teach or 

preach in the public assembly. This does not mean that women could not 

teach at all. Certainly older women must teach younger women and together 

they must teach children. Furthermore, we know that Paul doesn’t mean for 

women to be absolutely silent in church because in I Cor 11:5 he permits 

women to pray and prophesy in the church. (Prophesying in this context does 

not mean preaching or “thus saith the Lord” but men and women sharing 

what they believed God had brought to mind for the good of the church.) 

Where Paul calls for silence is in authoritative teaching in a way that would 

undermine or reverse God’s design for male headship.  

Second, vs. 12 clarifies that Paul calls for women to be submissive in the 

church in not exercising authority over men. In other words, they were not to 

presume a role of leading or ruling that was reserved for qualified male 



elders. In other words, women were not to occupy the role of elder or pastor 

in the church. Remember the larger context. Paul’s instructions to women are 

followed by the qualifications set forth for male elders in chapter 3. This 

does not mean that men are more skilled than women. It doesn’t mean that 

women cannot have leadership or speaking gifts. But it does mean their gifts 

need to function within the divine order that God has established for the 

church.  

c. God’s commands for women are based on God’s design in creation 

[vs. 13-14]. 

Paul states this point both positively and negatively. Positively he reminds us 

of God’s creation design (vs. 13). God created Adam first and then He 

created Eve from Adam’s rib to be “a helper suitable for him” (Gen 2:18). In 

other words, God created man and woman to fulfill specific roles of headship 

and helper, that before the fall, were satisfying and God-glorifying. In vs. 14, 

Paul then makes his point negatively by reflecting on the fall where the 

marriage gender roles were reversed—where Satan despised Adam’s rightful 

headship and approached Eve first. “When [Eve] stepped out from under the 

protection and leadership of Adam, she was highly vulnerable and fell. 

And…when Adam violated his leadership role and followed Eve [into sin], 

the perversion of God’s order was complete.”
1
 

So God’s instructions to women in 1 Tim 2 are not just cultural—they are 

grounded in God’s creation design. And even though the fall has corrupted 

our hearts with selfish desire, God calls His redeemed church to reflect His 

original design for men and women which is good, holy, God-honoring and 

satisfying.  

3. Biblical roles of men and women in the home and in the church are to 

be complementary to display Christ—showing the beauty of God and the 

gospel.  

What I simply want to do here is reflect on what has been taught in the 

previous points and point to the beauty of God’s design. To do this let me use 

Paul’s teaching on marriage roles in Ephesians 5 to answer to questions:  
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     a) Why is a man’s servant-leadership right and honorable?  

     b) Why is a woman’s submission noble and beautiful?  

 

[Ephesians 5:22-33] 

 

Here Paul is saying that marriage is a picture of Christ and the church. 

Husbands are to portray Christ in their marriage by sacrificial, servant-

leadership that should result in their wives flourishing spiritually. Wives 

represent the church, the bride of Christ, which is to live in submission to 

Jesus. Notice that for a man to lay down his life for his wife, and for a bride 

to submit to her husband, they both have to die to self and put the needs and 

interests of the other ahead of their own. They both must display the mind of 

Christ to each other (Phil 2:3-5). Already we see the beauty of mutual 

sacrificial, selfless love emerging.  

 

So why is a man’s servant-leadership right and honorable? Because it 

replicates the selfless love of Christ to His wife? Male headship is not selfish 

domination. Biblical headship does not promote pride and self-exaltation. It’s 

is the selfless, sacrificial responsibility of making sure that the needs of his 

family are met and that they are following Christ on the Calvary road. The 

husband’s biblical role is right and noble because it is a living portrait of 

Golgotha where Christ laid down His life for the church—a living picture of 

the death of Jesus.  

 

Why is a woman’s submission noble and beautiful? Because it replicates the 

noble, righteous, beautiful life of Christ who lived in complete submission to 

His Father. When you  read through the gospel of John, you can’t miss this. 

If ever there was a life of perfect, absolute submission, it was Jesus. The 

wife’s biblical role is noble and beautiful because it is a living portrait of 

Gethsemane where Jesus surrendered His will to the Father even when it 

meant dying to human desires—a living picture of the life of Christ.  

 

So when husbands and wives live out the death and life of Christ to each 

other, they portray the heart of the gospel to their children and their world. 

By their parents, children see modeled before them the very character needed 

to fulfill their own role of obeying and honoring their parents (Eph 6:1-3). (A 

wife’s submission provides the context in which children learn the positive 



value of living under authority. As husband’s honor their wives in the spirit 

of I Peter 3:7, children learn from his example how to honor their parents.) 

 

Now after all that has been said over the last couple weeks, I realize that 

some of you may still be struggling with how roles of headship and 

submission don’t diminish a sense of equality between men and women. Let 

me show you one final climactic display of beauty in God’s design for men 

and women.  

I Corinthians 11:3—“But I want you to understand that Christ is the head 

of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of 

Christ.” So the order of headship in vs. 3 is God, Christ, man, woman.  

 

The equality of personhood along with the distinction of roles in God’s 

design for men and women is a reflection of God Himself. All three members 

of the Godhead are equal in personhood—the Son and the Spirit are no less 

equal than the Father. Yet they have very unique roles in which the Son is 

subject to the Father and the Spirit proceeds from the Father. So when God 

created man and woman as equal image-bearers of God, yet with unique 

roles of headship and helper, He designed us to reflect the glory of the triune 

Godhead, both in equal personhood and distinct roles. If you need final proof 

that the distinction of roles does not erode equality, its found in the Triune 

God Himself.  

 

God’s design for men and women as complementary is beautiful in that it 

shows forth the beauty of Christ and His gospel and displays the glory of our 

triune God. 

 

I realize many questions of practical application in our fallen world left 

unanswered. Let me just say this, gender roles in marriage are not defined in 

terms of a specific list of tasks assigned to each partner. The key issue is the 

disposition of the heart—a husband’s disposition to humbly and graciously 

lead his family in a way that promotes the love of Christ and the glory of 

God; and a wife’s disposition to yield to her husband’s authority and her 

inclination to follow his leadership.  

 

 

 

Supplement Page 

NT teaching for gender roles in marriage: 

Eph 5:22-33 

� vs. 22-33—“” 

o submissive  

o selfless, sacrificial, servant-leadership, out of love 

� grounded in creation account (Gen 2:24) 

� grounded in relationship between Christ and the church 

I Peter 3:1-7 – “” 

� submissive  

� considerate, caring, honor 

Titus 2:1-8 – “ 

� love husband/family and nurture home 

� submissive—“so word of God will not be dishonored” 

NT teaching for gender roles in the church: 

I Cor 11:2-16 (head coverings and hair)  

� basic principle: do not dress or keep one’s hair in a way that 

confuses/blurs sexual identity and dishonors God’s design for gender 

roles 

� Woman was made from man (creation design) 

� Man not created for woman’s sake but woman for man’s sake 

I Cor 14:33-38  (prophecy and tongues) 

� Keep silent in rendering authoritative judgment on the 

validity/truthfulness of a prophetic utterance  

1 Tim 2:8-15 

� Not to teach or exercise authority over men 

� Creation order 

� Reversal of roles 


